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Summary

The Sussex Flow Initiatiy€FIl)is aNatural Flood Managemer(NFM) project on the River Ouse
catchment in East Sussex. The profgganas a triain 2012 andis a collaboratiofbetween Sussex
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achievementsn terms of NFM demortgsation and advocacy during 204819

By working closely with landowners, local communities, dodal authorities the Sussex Flow
Initiative hasdelivered NFM throughout the Ouse catchment, dthg influencing approximate20
hectaresof land, and providing advide landowners o2460hectaresof land The NFM techniques
that have been utilised includieee planting(with over 10,68 trees being plantednh 2018/19 in the
form of 1.62 km of hedgerow and 1.6k of woodlang, >90 natural woody structuresinstalled in
streams as well as thereation/restoration of1.5 hectaresof temporary flood water storage and
wildlife habitat. The additional water storagecreated by this workis estimated to beapprox.
3,780,000 Lper flood eventand thehedgerowand woodlancareexpected to increase soil infiltration
rates within fields by up to 60 times, helping to intercept surface rufi¢fé woodland and hedgerow
planting are also estimated to sequester up 9@ tonnes of C@ The Qussex Flow Initiative has
contributed 7.0 hectaresto Environment Agency targets for the restoration/creation of priority
habitat, andhasalsoprovided advice to riparian landowners alongst¥é.5km of river/stream failing
to meet Water FrameworlDirective (WFDjargets for phosphoroug-urthermore, the Sussex Flow
L y A (i ANFN delty&rias tain placeupstream of 18roperties(north of Lewesgonsidered by
the Environment Agency to be 8ery significant riskof flooding.

In addition to the delivery of NFMSFhelps others to use and understatite approachby sharing

case studies, knowledge and experiences with other organisations consit#rMdy utilisng best
practiceand disseminating our findings using a wide range of mediayyv positively influence

the uptake of NFM throughout England and further afidldrough a combination of print, broadcast
(Radio Uckfield interview), and digital (websites, blogs, Twitter, YouTube, Facebook) media, our
messagéhas poentially reachedaudiences of 170,000people.

The Sussex Flow Initiative continues to build on its previous work and the momentum provided by
thelaunchofth® Yy GANR Y YSy G ! 3SyO0eQa yI A2yl Working®ithNI YY
bl GdzNF f  WelRlIOdtEnaeSodelvérambitious targets andb build new partnerships with
organisations and local authorities with the shared goal of increasing the resilience of local
communities to flooding.
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Introduction and project ackgrourd

In 2012, the Sussex Wildlife Trust, the Environment Agency and the Woodland Trust began an
innovative project on th&iverOusein East Sussex, calldte Sussex Flow Initiatiy&FI) The project

aims to investigate wayshat catchmentwide Natural Flood Managemerdan help to reducend
delayflood peaks irareasvulnerable to floodingwhilst increasing biodiversity and providimyltiple
benefits at a landscape scale.

The Sussex Flow Initiativeelps to develop new approachet® Natural Flood Managemer(iNFM)
across the 672 km? area and 1220 km oériin the Ouse catchment, amdakes recommendations

on how and where to target themNe area pilot project to gauge the potential benefitsf a wide
range of NFM techniquesin lowland UK riversdelivering NFMmeasures in partnership with
communities and landowner$§Ve aimto demonstrate a best practice approach to NFM that can be
followed by other organisations beginning to embrace the approach.

One of the key targets of SFI ispgoomote and integrate a holistic approach to water and land
management across the catchmeratnd to make the catchment more resilient to flooding and
drought, through a combination afemonstration andadvocacy.Althoudh the effects of NFM such
as tree planting can take time to show their benefits, multiple actions taken nowrcsdepositive
natural capital benefitin the long termWehopeto inform people abouthe natural capital benefits
of NFM so thatsocietycan make the best choices fpresent anduture generations.

This report providea summary of the achievemesuf the SFprojectover thelast year(20182019).
We hope that thenformation helgs toprovide further evidencef the opportunitiesfor future work
in lowlandNatural Flood Management



http://www.sussexflowinitiative.org/

Project achievements 201& 2019

The Sussex Flow Initiative provedeorking examples of NFM techniques and best pradtlagéural
Flood Managemenprojects. Wepromote alandscape scale approach teducing flood risk and
water shortags, and topromoting the wider uptake of NFM in other suitable catchments.

PracticalDelivery

Over the @styear SFlhasdelivereda numberof NFMprojects, demonstrating a range of different
NFMtechniques These providease studies andiorking examples diow NFMcan bepractically
appliedin lowland catchmentsThe NFM methods we useclude:

Planting of woodlan@nd hedgerowincludingacrossslopes and on floodplains
Restoring and reconnecting river channels, meanders and floodplain washlands
Using and managing woody material in watercourses to slow down flood flows
Degrippingof heathland, woodland and other land

Exposing and blocking landains to slow the flow of water from farms

Increasing surface water storage (e.g. offline poadd Ruroff Attenuation Features

Providing advice on land use and controlling excessivefuand erosion

= =4 4 4 4 4 4 -4

Promoting swales, permeable surfaces and rain gasdo capture and store run off




Woodland and hedgerows

Planting trees in the right places cprovide many benefits includinigelpingto slow the movement
of water through the landscape, enhang ecological networks and provit shelter for livestock.
Floodplain woodlands, crosdope hedgerows and shelterbelts physically intercept surfaceoffin
and floodwater whilstincreasingwater infiltration and percolation into soils and groundwater
mearing that water reaches the catchments streams and rivers much more sbwéyto variations
in topography, soil characteristics, root depth and morpholdipere is no definitive figure of the
contribution that trees make to NFM.dwever,infiltration rates have been shown to increase by 5
67 times in tree planted enclosures compared to grazed pastued surface ruoff was shown to
reduce by up to 78% in twyear oldtree planting plots in Pontbren, Walés

In the last yeawe have panted 10,650native trees and hedgerow plantacrossfour sites This
includes1.62km of new hedgerow and 1.61 hectares of woodland, imzporating360 m of cross
slope hedgerows0.53hectares of thodplain woodland, and Ibrare black pplartrees.

We havealso advised and assisted landowners with Countrys -
Stewardship(CS)applications, with two landownergcovering
150 ha of land)successfully entering into stewardshicS
provided funding for hedgerow$500 m[2500 shrubsplanted in

2018/19¢ not induded in the above SFI figudeand fencing for
0.85 hectare®sf naturalregeneration/scrub developmenn the

Cockhaise Brook floodplain.

We are experimeningwith alternative ways to create woodlang: =
YR KSRAISNRBgaA oAlGK2dzi O rebtwoys
fenced (three strands of barbed wirgjal plots of approx0.1 ha {4 :

in total, where trees are planted without individual protection.

Figurel. Riparian planting (above), crespe hedgerow (topight) andcrossslope woodland (bottornight) planting

1 Healeyet al.,2016 Trees, water storage and flooding in upland agricultural landscdgmest and Timber News.
2 Healeyet al.,2016 Trees, water storage and flooding in upland agricultural landscdfmest and Timber News.
3 Orover 5hectares if counted as woodland at 2.5m spacing.



Hoodplain washlandstorage

Floodplainsoffer fantastic opportunities forNatural Flood Management. When tiee is good
connectivity between a river and its floodplain, the floodplain prositsemporary storagdor large
volumes of waterduring a flood Unfortunatelythe majority of rivers in the Ouse catchment have
either official (flood defences) or unofficial levees/embankmewtsich prevent the river from
interacting naturally with its floodplainThe unoffi@al embankments are the result spoil building
up overdecades of dredging amather river managementByremoving small areas of thenofficial
leveesthe frequencyof floodwater leaving tle channel during flood events can be incregsetilst
alsoallowing floodplains, once flooded, to drain freely once the flood has receded

Oncefloodwater is out of the channe&lnd on the floodplainthe greatersurface area andegetation
YbughnesQreduces water velocity and contribute to lowering and delayig the flood peak
downstream.In addition slowing down floodwater helps to drop silhd other flood debriout of

the water column, naturally fertilising floodplain grasslands and helping to retain good soil structure.
By creatingseasonalscrapes on flodplains, the water storage capacity increasedfurther, and
temporary freshwater habitat is alscreated, which is importanhabitat for a variety of aquatic
invertebrates,birds,amphibians,and other wildlife

In the past year we have:
1 Created three (0.1 ha) floodplain scrapes which have increaseddber storagecapacity of

the floodplain by approximatel00,000 L

1 Lowered unofficial embankments at three locations along the Cockhaise Brook, reconnecting
the floodplain and opening uppproximatelyl.3 ha of additionalwashlandstorage(storing
~2,600,000 L of wateat flood depths of 0.2 m)

1 Advised a nurner of other landowners othe importance of riveffloodplain connectivity, the
potential for lowering river embankments and tleesation of fbodplain scrapes.

Figure2. Cutting through main river embankments Ieft] an an djacent roodein scrape [riht]



Scrapes, ponds and temporary flood storage

In the right placestemporary ponds/scrapeandsilt trapscan contributesignificantlyto flood risk
reduction downstreamand providemultiple other benefits to wildlife and sociefysuch as reducing
pollution inputs to rives.

This year, theSussex Flow Initiative haseated 15 (totalling 0.13 ha) scrapes areas of semi
improved grasslandyintercepting/blocking land drainsveensure that water is temporarily stored
during heavy rainfalrather than being rapidly transported dovisand drainageipes and into nedoy
watercourses. These scrapes are estimated to store approximately 600,000 L during flood events.

SFlalso created one large sediment trap at the bottom of a large arable field, with the capacity to
store90,000L of water. The sediment trap isonstructed in a way that allows a tractor to periodically
scrape out andecyclethe eroded soil.

We have also@dvisednumerous landowners on the creation of othegasonal watestorage areas
and the importance of temporary ponds.

Figure3. Seasonal water storage and land drainage work: Scrape intercepting land drain [top left], land dr.
right], sediment trap [bottom left], exposed land drain [bottom right]



Large Woody Debris

By strategicallyintroducingLarge Woody Debris B
(LWD)into streamsand ditchesfloodwater can
be interceptedduring reavyrainfall events.

LWD helps to slow the speed of water,
temporarily backing it upnd encouagingit out
onto small floodplains where greatersurface
roughness results in sloweffows, as well as
more infiltration of water into soil and
groundwater.

We need to be careful where we place woad i
NAGSNESE a2 GKIFd Al R2
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woodlands and other habitatsaway from
infrastructure, it is often easy to find areas whic
can store water.

Sussex Flow Initiative haxperimened with a
wide range of different natural woody
structures to show how they slow and
temporarily store floodvater. In 2018/19 we
installed over 90leaky dams estimated to be 52
storing around 1m3 (1,000 litres) of water per*
structure during eale rainfall eventg or at least
90,000 litres of water.

Funding from Banister Trust allowed our Proje
Officer toobtainchainsaw trainingandpurchase
the equipment needed to deliver larger and
more naturalistic LWQFigure 4)In addition, we !
provided training to two local eboriculturists at !
Dryad Tree Specialists, who aim to delil&v/D
work throughout Sussex and Surrey.

We continue to work withthe University of |
Brighton Queen Mary University of London an
othersto learn howLWDinfluences streamidw,

flood storage, sedimentation, channel |
geomorphologyyiparian soil moisture and plant

diversity. Figure4. Leaky dams holding back water in woodland ditc

and streams



Sulzatchment napping

To identify the most effective placeto use Natural Flood Management in the Ouse catchment, we
areworking with the Ouse and AduRrivers Trusto map and survethe River Ouse subatchments.

This year we produced a report for thengford Stream subatchment.The reportuses Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) datncluding the9 Y A NRBY YSy i | 3SyoOeQa w22
Proces§ 4 Q S dasKdboyigvih walk-over surveysto identify and highlighthe opportunities

for NFMand other habitat enhancements the sub-catchment.

We also provided twghort NFMreports to Lewes District Council; on the tab-catchments which
encompass Ringmer Village and Broylesaae, on Meeching Valley in Newhavérhese reportaim
to identify naturalopportunities tohelp reduce floodng in these areas.

Benefitting properties atV S NE AAIYATFAOLI Yy G NARA] 2F FE22RAy3IQ

The Environment Agency classify a property to be at very significant risk of flooding if it is in an area
at risk of flooding in a 1 in 20 year event. There 2Besuch propertiesiorth of Lewesn the Ouse
catchmentand the NFM work carried out by SFR018/19 wasupstream of18 of these propeties

(Figure 5Appendix B.
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l'da LI NG 2F GKS 9YGZANRYYSY( rvagWpaga BOHLERSY OS dz
(WwNP)esourcesndude a series of GIS laydmghlightingNFMtarget areasdentified through
detailedmodelling. Thesenaplayersreleased in October 2017, are now being used to assist with

the targeting work of SEFigure 6.

[ 2YLI NAYy3a {CLQA RSt AJS Nk 204809 (fargefiedziitl drgaiseRb2iere a | Y
the release of the evidence base}rospectively to the WwNRyers shows that our prior targeting

and delivery of tree plantingomewhataligns with these layerd-or examplet76 m of hedgerow is

planted in areas identified asv\wNP target areéor riparian plantingfloodplain or wider catchment
planting Simibrly, 0.7 ha of SFplanted woodland is located in a WwWNP target aréar planting.

The WwNP layers wiprove useful irassising us totargetlandowners, however it is also necessary
to work opportunistically and to grountfuth these models to ensure thdbcal opportunities are
not being missed or wrongly identified.

N

A

WWNP wider catchment planting
WWNP floodplain planting

VWWNP riparian planting L | 1 1 | 1 1 1 |

Figure6. EA Working with Natural Processesetiplanting target areas in the
Ouse catchment
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Surface water flow paths mapping

By the time flood water reachesur main streams and rivers, it is often too late to prevent a flood.
NFMmeasuresan help by slowing and reducing theount of water that reaches our watercourses

during and after heavy rainfahelping toreduce the impact of floods.

For our Natural Flood Management measures to work, we neeichtaw where we canintercept
surface water ra-off effectively. This mighhclude dips and hollows in the landscape which are dry
for most of the yearor entire field slopes, which transpostater rapidly during heavy rainfall events.

This year we created th8urface Water Flow Patmap using LIDAR and ARCGIS, which shows us
where and how muchwater flows through the landscapgsee example inFigure 7. Used in
conjunction with the freely available Flood Maps for Surface Watee canstrategicaly place our
large woody debris structureand other NFM measures in the path of surface water flows which

would otherwise contribute to local floods.
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Flood map for surface water (1 in 200 year)

Record Centre. Hydrological data with permission
of Environment Agency © Crown Copyright.
All rights reserved 2019 ©Scottish Natural

Heritage © Scottish Government © NERC
(CEH) 2019 © Crown copyright and
database right [2019] © third-party licensors

Contains public sector information licensed under
the Open Government Licence v3.0.Contains

Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and
database right (2019) Contains NRS data ©
Crown copyright and database right [2019]

Ordnance Survey Licence number 010002465

Figure7. Example of aléod map for surface water andfl pathway map
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Catchmenitwide influence

Quantifying the effects of catchmentide NFM interventions on a flood hydrograph is a challenging
task, partly due to natural variability in precipitation over space and time, and variations in land
cover/use.

This year, SHlasworked instreamandin riparian and floodplain areas, as well as throughout the
wider catchment, positively influenced over 420 hectares of land for NFM(advice given to
landownersof 2,460 hectares).Of this land, approximatel?9 hectares (15hectares if including
advice gven to landowners) is floodplain (Flood Zone 2). We have actively influenced at least 4.5 km
of the river network using instream wdtkat least10 km through landbased activities and
potentially over96 km by providing advice on land and habitat masagn®.

The Sussex Rolnitiative has contributed to the restoration/creation of 7 hectares of priority habitat
(6.7 ha of woodland and 0.3 ha of open/standing water) this year. Through collaborating with
external organisations (e.g. Catchment Sensifi@ming) we have supported landowners and
contributed to Countryside Stewardship applications, with two of these landowners entering into
stewardship in 2018/19.

Figure8. Countryside Stewardshfpndedhedgerow and fencing,
alongside scrapes and-mestated stream channel delivered by SFlin 2017/18

4Based on an estimated 50 m of influence per woody structure

5> Only including waterbodies downslope and adjacent to tree planting (i.e. not including downstream effects)

8 Including a 100 m buffesf landowner boundaries

" Including hedgerow (320 m of hedgerow is equivalent to 1 Ha of woodland in terms of number of trees/shrubs
planted)
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Providingecosystem srvicesthrough Natural Flood Management

One of the most important features oftural flood managemenis that itdelivers floodoenefits, as
well as othermultiple benefitsfor both the environment andpeople.Not only doNFM measures
help to reduce flood riskndincreasedrought resilience, butheyalso providea whole range of other
natural goods andservices(see Appendix ¢ on which societyrely. This includegprovisioning,
regulating and culturaécosystem services

Provisioning srvices

1 Biodiversity:Woodlands, hedgerowsypen water features and wethals provide important
habitat and food resourcegor a range of wildlife.Our work help to improve the
connectedness of local and regional habitatough enhanced ecological networks, and
therefore the resilience of species to climate changare, nativetree specieshave been
planted, adding to thg@otential genetic diversig andnatural survivabf these species.

1 ShelterHedgerows and woodland areas provide shelter for livestomk frain, wind or sun,
which is animportant aspectof animal husbandryFigire 9).

1 Timber and fuelThe woodlands planted by SFI comprise humerous species with a tradition
of coppicing (e.g. hazel, swedtestnut field maple, oak), andanbe managedo provide a
renewable source of timber or fuel.

1 Food:Hedgerows and woodlands are an important sowt#&uit, nuts and berries for people
and a range of wildlife. Improved-siream habitat reduced sedimentatiomand increased
natural shading helps to ensure healthier populations of fishbuffering climate change
impacts, and improving fish spawningtiat. Hedgerow forage can be an important source
of food and natural medication for farm livestock.

Figure9. Shelterbelt floodplain woodland planting at the Sussex Horse Rescue Trust (left)
andhedgerow at Macs Farm (right)
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Regulating srvices

1 Pollination:Hedgerowsand shawshave been plantedising> 10,650native floweringtrees
and shrubs with > 800 of them planted in. dz3 f AlifieJQlI@ator corridors providing a
food source for arange of pollinatorsA further 2,500 shrubs were planted through CS
applications we helped to support.

1 Carbon Sequestratioivery year, until thegre mature, the equivalerdf 6.7 hectaresof new
woodlandhedgerowwill be providingcarbon sequestrationwith a predicted total ofip to
92tonnesof carbondioxide-equivalentper year®

1 Water purification:We have provided advicen landadjacent to> 7.5 kmof watercourse
failing to meet Water Framework DirectivdWFD)environmental quality standards for
phosphopous. Thishas includecdvice ommeasures to reduce surface rarff and soil erosion,
and riparian buffer stripswhich in turn help to reduce phosphorudelivery to these
waterbodies.

1 Water gorage & flood regulation Using flood storage ponds, dgipping, seasonal water
storage andwoody structures we havecreated up to3,780,000 litres of additional flood
storageper flood event Our NFM deliveryhastaken placeupstream of 18roperties(north
ofLewesD2 Y AARSNBR (2 06S G a@SNE AAIYAFAOFyG |
AgencyAdvice on flood water storage has beenagivfollowing 3 site visits with thesesites
beingupstream of 1&roperties(north of Lewes)andin close proximity{<150 m) upstream
of three of the propertiesO2 Y aA RSNBER 08 (GKS 9YGANRYYSYy (G !
NA&l1é 2F FE22RAy3IAOD

1 Soil erosion and healthtedgerows and woodlarsthelp to break p compactedsoils, allowing
them to hold more waterThe root sructures associated with them help water to penetrate
into the soil more readily. They alkelp to reduce erosion by wind and watéess intensively
managed grass and woodland habitats support healthier populations of earthworms,
beneficial bacteria ananycorrhizal fungi, which in turn increase soil structure, health and
porosity.

1 Pollution regulationHedgerows & woodlands provide buffers to roads with benefits to air
guality and local noise reduction. NFM measures & natural habitats also help to buffer, reduce
and break down water pollution.

FigurelO. Floodplain scrapeith adjacent tree planting

8 Natural England. Carbon Storage by Habit& 7tCO2e ha' yr! sequestered when land is changed from improved
grassland to woodland (year¢21)
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Cultural Services

1 Cultural benefitsSFlhas supported the River @se Meadows Projedb protect culturally
important meadowlandscaps. We work with the High Weald Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty and support the work that they do to conserve traditional landscapes.

1 Human health:We provide advice, support and funding to local communities, helping to
create a more connected and diveldsedscape with corresponding benefits to human health
and welfare Our river habitat / leaky dam workshops, and our tree planting, provide hundreds
of people with opportunities to engage positively with the outdoors, supporting physical and
mental health mprovements, and increasing connection with nature.

1 Connecting people with theibcal environment recreation and aesthetic experiencésany
of the hedgerows and woodlands are adjacemtor in close proximity to public rights of way,
ensuring that tkese features can bappreciatedby a large number of people.

1 Restoring historic landscape featurétedgerows have been a part the British landscape
for centuries, and ar&onic features of rural areas. By planting hedgerows and woodland in
areas where they were previously located, SFI are contributing to the
conservation/restoration of rural landscapasd heritage in Sussex

d

Figurell. Floodplain hedgeroalongside a road (left) and hedgerow alongside a bvidly (right)
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The multiple benefits oflifferent Natural Flood Managememheasures arevell documentedn the
9y BANR Y Y SaWiskkingGvBhp © & 9zNJ £ avitkRod Baacih®ayQ0t dzRS& Wo Sy ST
for a wide range of techniques. Examples of thameshownbelowin Figurel2.

Catchment woodland

Water
Cultural Activity >
L Water Quality .
Activity Quality ) Habitat
Habitat Aesthetic
Aesthetic Quality
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Flood Climate
Flood Climate (Fluv) Regulation
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Flood (SW Low
Flood (SW Low or GW) Flows
or GW) Flows Alr Health
Air Health Quality Access
Quality Access

Floodplain woodland

Cultural

Floodplain restoration

Cultural Water o Water
Activity Quality Activity Quality _
i Habitat
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ty Quality
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! Flood Climate
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3y Flood (SW Low
FloodG \(:;N Flows or GW) Flows
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Air Health Air Health
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Offline storage areas

Cultural
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Cultural Water _ Social benefits
Activity Quality
Habitat :l Environmental benefits
Ag‘""en:'lc _ Cultural benefits
ua
Flood Climate
(Fluv) Regulation
Flood (SW Low
or GW) Flows
Air Health
Quality Access

Figurel2. Multiple benefits provided by Natural Flobthnagement techniques (EA, 2017)


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/working-with-natural-processes-to-reduce-flood-risk

Engaging and supporting local communities

A corerole of the Sussex Flow Initiativis to support local people to take positive action to help
reduce flooding in their local communities. We do this in a range of ways including working with local
flood groups, training local people in NFM delivery, and educational events and welg3iies.
advocay work involves engagement with landowners, local district councils, county cisinthe
Environment Agencyy D lsd&hd many more

Landowners

1 This year wevisited 30 landownerson 38 sites averingover 5.6% of the land upstream of
Lewes, o a total of atleast2,457hectares of land3 hectares downstream of Lewes)

 Ofthese Bsites,14A y Of dzZRSR Tt 22 RLIDENY 2 NISWANRNY IWNE A g
For a map showing the extent of the latitht we advised over the last yeageeAppendix A

Contributing to theevidencebase

TheSussex Flow Initiativantinues to work witracademics andtudentsfrom universities, assisting
with their research intaspects of NFM including:

1 Design ofcoarse woody material structureand their influence on channel flow and
geomorphology

1 Modelling of hydrological processes including surfae¢ewflow and groundwater flow

US =

UNIVERSITY 1 1 -
VERSITY  University of Brighton

Newcastle University of
+ University @ Reading

e

v Queen Mary

University of London
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We haveworked with, and been supported by other nationédship NFM projects includirige EA
Working with Natural Processes (WwWNP) adttoudRural Sustainable Drainage project (RSuDS)

We have also worked with local ecologists to gain baseline data on site biodiversity to monitor spatial
and temporal change®llowing the installation of NFM measures

Hood risk agencies and organisations

Sussex Flow Initiativeorks closely withLead Local Floodughorities (LLFA) and others who have a
statutory duty to prevent flooding of residential properties, businesses, and infrastructure. By
engaging with thesergups, SFl is directly influencing the futurgoétural)flood management, and
increasing the likelihood of sustainatileod risk managemerdpproaches being embraced. We have
engaged with the following flood authorities and groups over the last year:

1 Lead Local Flood Authorities;

1 Lewes District Council;

1 East Sussex County Council;

1 Regional Flood and Coastal Committee;

1 Flood and Coastal Risk Managers;
1 Planning Authorities;

1 DEFRA

1 Local Flood Action Groups

Working in partnership

Over the last yeawe have hosted visits by DEFRA, Wessex EA, the Woodland Trust and East Sussex
County Council.

SFhas provided information and expertise ¢oher projectsand in other policy areascluding

Powdermill NFM project,

Vert Woods Community Woodland

Gatwick Greenspace

RSPB

National Trust

Wallington NFM project (Hampshire)

Aldingbourne NFM project

Cuckmere valley

Draft guidance on national floodplain wetland mosaic proposals
Brighton and Hove SUDS planning document

=4 =4 -4 4 4 -5 4 4 5 9
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We have worked with a range of local and natiogabups and stakeholderacluding

Lewes District Council

East Sussex
County Council
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Working with local communities

An important benefit oNFM is its allity to empower local peopl& increase the resilience of their
communitiesto flooding Through volunteer tree planting days at the Sussex Horse Rescue Trust
(Uckfield SFlhasconnected with local peoplgivingthem an opportunity to take positive action to
reduce flood risk, providing information on the projects objectives and the theory behind QEM.
leaky dam days have also helped to give others more confidence in NFM delivery.

We alsowork with a number of Catoment Partnerships and others to encouragder uptakeof

NFM.
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Events

To disseminatehe experiences and findings of SK& have presented at nationahd local events
including

EARegionaWwNP conference

Adur and Ouse Catchmenanership
Wivelsfield Parish Council meeting
Sussex Horse Rescue Trust summer fair
Tingles Way guided walk

Natural England LWD day (Knepp)
OtherPublic talks

Hants Wallington talk

=4 =4 4 4 -4 48 -5 -9

Throughtheseevents we haveaached an audience of at lea@d0people.

Training and sgnposting

By providing information to a variety of organisatigremd by training contractorsand staff (Figure
13) who work acrossSussexand beyond SFI hagacilitated the uptake of NFM approache$goth
within the project area and further afield. For exampies hosted a visit by NFM project coordinators
from WesseXEA visiting our NFM demonstration sitasd sharing our experiences

We also trainedwo arboriculturists fromDryad Tree Specialist the installation ofLWDin streams
and have worked with Wild Sussex to deliver naturalistic daased NFMWe are also working
closely with Catchment Sensitive Farming Offidershare best practice NFM implementation for
water quality as well as flood risk management

Figurel3. Woodland Trust staff being trained to install LWD
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